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Reflecting on Topic Maps 

Success



© Networked Planet 2009

Topic Maps has had good success in improving the 
quality of content management and web 
publishing solutions

Topic Maps is dynamic, it respects, protects and 
promotes identity, is facilitates integration, 
holistic views of data

Topic Maps structures the access to information in 
ways that meet the expectations of multiple 
different users in the same information space
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Topic Maps currently delivers value in the ósmallô 
and  ómediumô.  

The Small being a single website or project,

The medium is the enterprise,

The Large is the Web
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DSS on Internet/Intranet
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Royal Academy of Music

E-learning Portal
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Wilhelmsen

Corporate Intranet and Internet
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All of these projects utilise topic maps to provide 
value to the system or organisation in which they 
are utilised

Topic maps facilitate organisational and 
informational change over time, it facilitates 
integrating more data sources 

But... I feel it could do more  
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Baerum Kommune
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Bergen Kommune
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These are two different sites, driven by different 
platforms but they use the same topic map for 
the core set of types and concepts.

There is some degree of collaboration, but how 
intentionally architected and facilitated this is, is 
up for discussion.

There are certainly no services, mechanisms, 
protocols or best practices in place to facilitate 
or exploit this kind sharing and common topics
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UDir GREP
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GREP utilises a protocol similar to the SD -Share 
protocol (come and listen to Peter Brown and 
myself talking about this in more detail later)

GREP is an authority and as well as using Topic 
Maps as part of its information management 
strategy it also PUBLISHES feeds about these 
topics so that others can use them in their 
applications...

But still, there are few things in place to create 
value out of the utilisation of these topics by 
third parties
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Desires and Challenges for 

Globalising Topic Maps
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What would we like to see?

Å That someone or some system interested in the concept of 
Barnehageplass could find the statements made about it 
from both Bergen, and Baerum Kommune ; and any other 
system that is publishing statements about this subject

Å That the barrier to publishing subject identifiers was lower

Å That LinkedData Topic Maps on the web ójust workedô. 
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What would we like to see?

Å Discovery of ontologies by people

Å That all of the content published by third party learning 
management systems using GREP  was usable beyond each 
local application

Å That all this plays well with Google, Yahoo, Live Search

Å That the notions about the separation of identity and 
addressing was baked into the web at a fundamental level 
or provisioned for on a global scale
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These key use cases can be further summarised:

Å We need discovery of ontologies , vocabularies and 
identifiers

Å Web machinery needs to understand subject identity is 
different from addressing

Å We need linked topic map/ semantic data to work 

Å We need more platforms that facilitate  structured data 
publishing by individuals
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A Global Scale Subject Identity 

Resolution Service
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Publish Subject 
Identifiers (inc 

name and 
description)

Discover  Subject 
Identifiers

Publish 
Statements about 

Subjects

Declare 
Equivalent 

Subject 
Identifiers And 

Representations 
for Subjects

Discover and 
Connect with 

Other 
Representations
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Subject 

Identity 
For 

Subject

Names and 
Description for 

Subject

http://.../people/graham-moore

Graham Moore, born in Watford , 

UK in 1976. Went to Southampton 

University 92 ï94. Owner at 

Networked Planet. Editor of 

ISO13250 Topic Maps Standard.

http://.../
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Subject 

Perception

Encoding and 
Publishing of 
Perceptions as 
some address <topicMap> ... </topicMap> 

Or

<Rdf> ... </Rdf>

Graham Moore lives in Oslo.

Graham Moore knows C#.

Graham Moore likes beer.

http://.../topics?psi=.../graham-moore

http://.../
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This Service Provides the Following Capabilities:

Å To register a Subject identifier, along with a name and 
description

Å To register the web address of a representation of 
statements about a subject

Å To retrieve via Subject Identifier or Web Address a 
SubjectIdentityRecord

Å To Search the text and Uris stored to find an identifier

Å To Manage Provenance




